


Play Synopsis  
Things are never what they seem: a smile doesn’t mean 
happiness- a laugh entertainment- a signature, power.  
Nora Helmer smiles all the time. She laughs, she hums, 
she dances. She’s a songbird, a squirrel, a spendthrift. 
Life is a wonderful thing in the eyes of Nora Helmer. She 
loves her husband. She’d do anything to protect him- 
she’d lie for him and die for him. But could she ever let 
him do it for her? 
Nora finds herself faced with a secret that could destroy 
her marriage and her husband’s career. But is that a bad 
thing? Things are never what they seem. A miracle is on 
the horizon, but it must never be allowed to happen.  

 
Playwright- Henrik Ibsen  
Henrik Ibsen was born on the 20th of March 1828 in 
Norway. He’s known as one of the founders of Realist 
Theatre along with his contemporary Anton Chekhov. 
A Doll’s House premiered at the Royal Theatre in 
Copenhagen 1878. It was based on the life of a friend of 
his, although a few liberties were made. The play 
amassed huge controversy but is now seen as one of his 
best and most progressive works. Some of Ibsen’s other 
works include Ghosts, The Master Builder, The Duck 
Hunt and Hedda Gabler.  
 
Run Time: 2 hours 20 minutes 



Director’s Note 
 

When coming up in front of a classic you’ve always got 
to have a bloody good reason to do it. I read this play 
and felt the immense sensation of being trapped. 
Trapped in a position you can’t move from; in a place 
you can’t move from. I thought if there was ever a time 
where we needed a play that emulates that feeling of 
entrapment and told us that no matter what, there are 
ways of being free, it’s now. 
 
What makes this play especially relevant is its 
presentation of entrapment as not necessarily a physical 
one, within walls, but the fact that society views Nora in 
a certain way. They surround her and push her into her 
very own little box, and she has a very good idea of her 
place in that box and how to make a life in it. My 
decision to present the play in the round, with no set 
and no semblance of Victorian costume or express 
sensibility comes from this idea. The play was relevant 
then, it is relevant now, and will be tomorrow and 
forever until we finally figure out that women are 
reasonable human beings like men are. 
 
That’s very forward. But it’s a fact of this world, the soft 
and yet persistent subjugation of humans. 
 



Feminism aside, this feeling of being forced into places 
by the world around us is exactly what every person on 
the planet is going through right now. The fact is when 
we are put in places and told to stay there, we can see 
sides of people we didn’t know existed. We can see 
danger we didn’t know was there. Or carelessness. Or 
selfishness. And although all that is very bleak, there is 
hope in our ability as people to make our own choices 
and form our own paths. To stand up and decide what 
our lives should be. And who we should live for, and 
who doesn’t deserve our life with theirs. 
 
This play is for those who feel trapped, who feel they’re 
in danger. You aren’t alone, you are seen, you will be 
heard. 
 

- Nicholas Thoroughgood  
 
 

 

  
Director: Nicholas Thoroughgood Assistant Director: Rylee O’Rourke 



Cast 

  
Anna Lambert as Nora Helmer Lachlan Fairhall as Torvald Helmer 

 

  
Hannah King as Christine Linde Carl Gregory as Nils Krogstad 

 

  
Campbell Knox as Doctor Rank Emma Saxby-Tisdell as Helen/Anne 
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Thank You 
Ken Longworth, Leilani Rose, Anne Robinson, Danny 

Shaunessy, the CONDA Judges- Jason King, Louise Chapman 
and Guilherme Eduardo, Scion Audio, ABC Radio 1233, Rick 
Allen (The Maitland Mercury), The Sign Shop, Scott Deamer 

(Jim’s Test and Tag) and also to our audiences for their 
continued patronage. 

Patrons:  Jenny Aitchison MP, Meryl Swanson MP, Mayor 
Loretta Baker, Keith Cockburn and Margaret Sivyer OAM. 

 

Program sponsored by A V Chartered Accountants 
Maitland 4933 6100 Waratah 4929 5533 www.avca.net.au 



 


