
 



 

The Cast 
Robert Wilson  -  Deputy Mayor  Ronan Barrett 
Brian Harrigan  -  Mayor of Coriole  Ian Robinson 
Maree Bucknell  -  CWA President  Emma Saxby-Tisdell 
Helen McInnes - Greens Councillor  Emma Campbell 
Wally Stewart  -  Builder/developer  Matt Robinson 
Chester Lee  -  Teacher/school liaison  Andrew Wu 
Sheila  -  Australia Day volunteer  April Foster 

 

Behind the Scenes 
Directors Col Kirkman and Robert Comber 
Stage Manager Joseph Manning  
Stage Hands Col Kirkman, Darren Kirkman 
Properties Manager Dimity Eveleens 
Lighting Operator Coldan Kirkman 
Sound Operator Robert Comber 
Set Construction Dan Shaunessy, Ian Robinson, Robert 

Comber, Dimity Eveleens, Col Kirkman, 
Saturday Morning Crew 

Costumes  Col Kirkman and Cast 
Make Up and Hair Cast 
Publicity Ian Robinson  
Poster and Program Anne Robinson  
FOH Roster Lesley Minter 

 

Run Time 
The play runs for about 2 hours and 20 minutes including a 20 minute interval. 

 

Setting 
The play is set in the fictional NSW town of Coriole. 

Act 1  The Coriole scout hall – four meetings of 
the Australia Day committee  

Act 2  A tent on-site on Australia Day 



 

 

Directors’ Notes 

What happens when an ambitious politician, his loyal deputy, an old-
fashioned developer, the President of the CWA, a recently arrived son 
of “boat-people” and a greenie meet to arrange Australia Day 
celebrations?  CHAOS! 

Jonathan Biggins wrote this play after experiencing several tours of 
duty as an Australia Day Ambassador.  The characters are an 
amalgamation of the numerous “types” of real characters he came 
across, and the play is a tribute to the people performing the often 
thankless task of trying to make our national celebration a day to be 
enjoyed.  Thank you to everyone involved in this production. 

Col Kirkman and Robert Comber, Directors 
 

 

 

The Coriole Shire Organising Committee for Australia Day 

 



 

 
 

2020 Season 
February 5 to 23: Australia Day, an Aussie comedy 

March 13 to 15: Mr. Melancholy, an absurd comedy* 
April 29 to May 17: Agatha Christie's The Mousetrap the classic murder mystery 

July 10 to 25: After Happily Ever After, our Junior play 
August 14 to 29: Shakespeare's Twelfth Night by Reamus Youth Theatre  

October 7 to 25: The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds,  
a powerful drama 
Season Tickets $65 

*Mr. Melancholy is not included in our Season Ticket program 

Join Us 
We’re always looking for new members.  To find out how to join, visit the  

Get Involved page of our website – www.maitlandreptheatre.org 

Acknowledgements 
Thank you to the CONDA Judges, AV Chartered Accountants, Custom Audio, Scion 
Audio, ABC Radio 1233, Ken Longworth and The Newcastle Herald, Donna Sharpe 
and the Maitland Mercury, The Sign Shop, Inkquip Maitland, The Thornton Scouts 

and also to our audiences for their continued patronage. 
Patrons:  Jenny Aitchison MP, Meryl Swanson MP, Mayor Loretta Baker,  

Keith Cockburn and Margaret Sivyer OAM.  

Donate 
All donations of $2 and above are tax deductible.  If you would like to donate to 
Maitland Repertory Theatre please visit the Get Involved page of our website. 

 

Audience members are reminded to please turn off mobile telephones or change to silent mode 
once in the theatre.  No photographs can be taken inside the theatre. 

Program sponsored by 
A V Chartered Accountants 

Maitland 4933 6100 
Waratah 4929 5533 

www.avca.net.au 

 
 


