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AN UNSEASONABLE FALL OF SNOW

A room with two doors. A table or desk, on which lies a phone 
book and other office clutter. Two chairs. Elsewhere, a coffee 
pot and mugs.

ARTHUR is sipping coffee and leafing through a file. After some 
time, one of the doors opens. LIAM stands in the doorway. LIAM 
seems a bit bewildered, disorientated. ARTHUR stares at him 
for a few moments, evaluating him.

$57+85�� /LDP"

LIAM stares back at him.

$57+85�� <RX·UH�/LDP"

/,$0�� <HDK�

$57+85�� 2ND\�

LIAM doesn’t know what to do.

$57+85�� $UH�\RX�MXVW�JRLQJ�WR�VWDQG�WKHUH"

LIAM comes in, still uncertain.

6KXW�WKH�GRRU�

LIAM does. ARTHUR reads. Long pause.

6LW�GRZQ��IRU�*RG·V�VDNH�

LIAM sits. Long pause. LIAM stares at his hands, turning them 
over, flexing the fingers. He glances round the room.

1RW�ZKDW�\RX�H[SHFWHG��HK"

/,$0�� :KDW"



108     An Unseasonable Fall of Snow

$57+85�� ,W·V�QRW�ZKDW�\RX�H[SHFWHG�

/,$0�� 1R�

$57+85�� :KDW�GLG�\RX�H[SHFW"

/,$0�� :KDW"

$57+85�� :KDW�GLG�\RX�H[SHFW"

/,$0�� ,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�

$57+85�� 1RWKLQJ�ZLOO�VXUSULVH�\RX��WKHQ�

/,$0�� :KDW"

$57+85�� 'RQ·W�VD\�WKDW�DJDLQ�

Silence as ARTHUR continues to read the file. He pulls some 
photographs from an envelope and flips through them. We can’t 
see them.

<RX·UH�D�EUDYH�RQH�

/,$0�� :KDW"

$57+85�� ,�WROG�\RX�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�

/,$0�� 6RUU\�

$57+85�� 2U�WKDW�

/,$0�� 6RUU\"

$57+85�� -HVXV�

ARTHUR replaces the photos, closes the file. Thinks.

3LHFHV�

LIAM stares at him.

$57+85�� $�UHDO�MLJVDZ��<RX�OLNH�SX]]OHV"

/,$0�� 'RQ·W�NQRZ�

$57+85�� 'RQ·W�\RX"

/,$0�� 1HYHU�UHDOO\�WKRXJKW��6XSSRVH�VR��6RPHWLPHV�
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$57+85�� :HOO�ZH·YH�JRW�RQH�KHUH��KDYHQ·W�ZH�

/,$0�� +DYH�ZH"

$57+85�� /HW·V�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�JLYHQV��0DUN�RXW�WKH�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG��
,�NQRZ�\RX�GLG�LW�

/,$0�� ,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX·UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�

ARTHUR holds his gaze level for a long beat, considering. Then 
he sighs, turns away and pours himself another coffee.

$57+85�� :DQW�D�FXS�RI�FRIIHH"

/,$0�� 1R�WKDQNV�

$57+85�� ,�GULQN�D�ORW�RI�LW��0RUH�WKDQ�LV�JRRG�IRU�PH��'RQ·W�NQRZ�
ZK\��,�GRQ·W�HYHQ�OLNH�LW�WKDW�PXFK��2OG�KDELWV�GLH�KDUG�

/,$0�� <HDK�

$57+85�� *RW�D�IHZ�RI�\RXU�RZQ��KDYH�\RX"

Silence.

,�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�PRGHUDWH� ,�VXSSRVH�� ¶0RGHUDWLRQ� LQ�DOO� WKLQJV·��
DV� WKH\� VD\��7KDW·V� DOZD\V� VWUXFN�PH� DV� D� ELW� RI� D� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ��
6XUHO\��ORJLFDOO\��LW�VKRXOG�EH�¶0RGHUDWLRQ�LQ�VRPH�WKLQJV·�

/,$0�� :KDW·V�\RXU�QDPH"

$57+85�� <RX�FDQ�WDNH�PRGHUDWLRQ�WR�H[FHVV��<RX�LQWHUUXSWHG�P\�
MRNH��'RQ·W�GR�LW�DJDLQ��,W·V�$UWKXU�

/,$0�� $UWKXU��2ND\�

$57+85�� 6RUW�RI�D�ZDUP��FRPIRUWLQJ�QDPH��LVQ·W�LW��0LGGOH�DJHG��
+DUPOHVV�

/,$0�� ,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�

$57+85�� <RX� VKRXOG� JHW� \RXUVHOI� VRPH�RSLQLRQV��:KHUH�ZHUH�
ZH"�3LHFHV��<HDK��SLHFHV��:KLFK�SLHFH�VKDOO�ZH�VWDUW�ZLWK"

Silence.

+RZ�DERXW�ODVW�QLJKW"�/HW·V�WRVV�WKDW�SLHFH�RQ�WR�WKH�WDEOH�VKDOO�ZH"�
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/HW·V�FOHDU�D�VSDFH�DQG�SXW�WKDW�SLHFH�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH��6HH�ZKDW�
ZH�FDQ�EXLOG�IURP�LW��7HOO�PH�DERXW�ODVW�QLJKW��/LDP�

/,$0�� :KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ"

$57+85�� (YHU\WKLQJ�� 7KH� ELJ� SLFWXUH�� WKH� GHWDLOV�� WKH� ZRUNV��
(YHU\�WLPH�\RX�VFUDWFKHG�\RXU�DUVH�RU�ZHQW�IRU�D�SLVV��,�ZDQW�WR�
NQRZ�DERXW�LW�

Silence.

/,$0�� &DQ�,�KDYH�WKDW�FRIIHH�DIWHU�DOO"




